Breakfast Club Report
Report from the results of the survey circulated to parents of children in primary schools across Anglesey.  

The survey was to look at options available to the schools that currently offer a free Breakfast club provision, but need to review the situation in light of service cuts, yet ensuring a quality provision for those families who need it.

The survey was circulated in different formats.  As a paper copy through the primary schools, as electronic copies promoted via Facebook, twitter and collated through surveymonkey.

Current Situation
Over the coming months, the Council will have to make decisions about how to reduce the amount it spends on services up to the value of £15m.  This includes looking at the budget for Education.  This means that the council will have to balance the need for cutting current budgets with raising the standards in the classroom, whilst minimising the impact of budget cuts on a schools’ budget.

One area for possible discussion is that of breakfast clubs, which currently cost £385,000 to run.  At this point in time, Breakfast Club is run free of charge in 46 of the 47 primary schools on Anglesey.  This is a service that the Council must provide where the school governors have asked them to do so, when there is no “reasonable reason to refuse”, and where the Breakfast Club has already been running since 2013.  However the money provided by the Welsh Government to run the clubs is not kept separately within the overall council budget and could be used to pay for other services that the Council provides.  It is because the Breakfast Clubs are funded by this pot of money from the Welsh Government that the County Council are unable to charge a fee.  The Council will only make arrangements for a free Breakfast Club if the schools’ Governing Body requests one.  The Council however has the right to stop that provision where it judges that it is “unreasonable” to do so.  There is no definition of “unreasonable”, but a wide range of factors can be considered including the cost of the service, and the numbers of children using the club.  

As an alternative to the existing free Breakfast Club scheme, the Council is now looking at options for a new scheme for primary schools, an early morning club “Clwb Bore Bach”.  One suggested option is for this new club to be open from 8:00 am – 8:50 am offering a preschool care club with a healthy breakfast as part of the provision.  The club would be free for all pupils who are eligible for free school meals.  The club would not make a profit, but a fee would be charged for the service to make sure it was sustainable, for instance £1 per child per morning.  To make sure costs to families are kept at a minimum, no individual family would be expected to pay more than £12:50 a week in total for their childrens’ club.

For the scheme to go ahead, the Governing Bodies of every school would need to agree.  The Council would still be contributing to the scheme, with all pupils eligible for free school meals still attending the club for free.  Parental contributions would help to make sure that the overall cost to the Council would be less than it is now, (up to 50% of the current budget), which would reduce the cuts to other areas of the Education budget.

Overview of Responses
There was a fantastic response to this survey, with 1,035 responses gained, and the use of social media has played a huge role in this participation, with over 83% as a result of a Facebook post.  The number of responses only equates to the number of families, as some respondents have a number of children attending, but only returned one survey.
With 799 of the respondents having children of primary school age, and of these, only 10.49% eligible for free school meals.

There were 1,000 responses to the question of how respondents travelled to school, but this increased number of responses was as a result of multiple answers from individuals.  Noticeably, use of a private car was the highest response with over 52%, followed by those who walk to school coming in at 37%.  27 respondents used school transport to travel to school.

80% of respondents attended their catchment school.

Almost 93% of respondents attend breakfast club at their school, and 59% use the service for childcare, whilst 10 children have to use the service as the school transport arrives at school too early.  61 respondents use the service for their children to access a breakfast to enable a reduction in household costs.
93% of those who use the service as childcare do so to access work, which equates to 406 of all respondents.
As to the costs or ability to pay for the service, it was very close between those who responded that a charge of 80p - £1:00 would be acceptable, at 30%, while 32% indicated that any charge would have a significant impact on the household budget.

34% of respondents thought they would have to reduce the number of hours worked, or cease employment if a charge for the breakfast service was introduced, 27% indicated “other” as a response, and suggested ideas such as a lower charge, some were willing to pay, but 14% thought they would have to reduce essential spending, while 13.46% suggested they would have breakfast at home.  Many respondents have no alternatives available to them, and feel as they have no choice but to accept the charge.
Respondents

Total responses were 1,035
Of which completed:
	English
	81.29 %
	821

	Welsh
	18.71%
	189

	Totals:
	
	1,010


Format of responses
	Paper based responses (manual entry)  
	14.11%
	146

	Facebook response
	83.19%
	861

	Other promotion (direct website responses)
	2.42%
	25

	Totals:
	
	1,035


Q2 Please confirm you have children of primary school age

	Yes
	89.98%
	799

	No
	10.02%
	89

	Totals:
	
	888


Q3 Are your children eligible for free school meals?

	Yes
	10.49%
	83

	No
	89.51%
	708

	Totals:
	
	791


Q4 How do your children travel to school? (please tick all that apply)

	Walk
	37.8%
	378

	Bike
	6.1%
	61

	Private Car
	52.2%
	522

	Official school transport e.g. bus/ taxi/ mini bus
	2.7%


	27

	Public transport / taxi arranged privately
	1.2%


	12

	Totals:
	
	1000*


*Multiple responses from respondents
Q5 Are your children attending the local catchment school?

	Yes
	80.48%
	643

	No
	19.52%
	156

	Totals:
	
	799


Q6 Do your children attend the breakfast club?

	Yes
	92.82%
	737

	No
	7.18%
	57

	Totals:
	
	794


Q7 Why do your children attend the breakfast club?

	Breakfast (to reduce household expenditure)
	8.33%
	61

	Social reasons
	10.93%
	80

	Childcare
	58.88%
	431

	Other (please specify)
	21.86%
	160

	Total:
	
	732


Of the “others” recorded
	Health / mental health
	2.67%
	4

	Social
	12.67%
	19

	Transport (inc school transport)
	6.67%
	10

	Work
	71.33%
	107

	Other / no response
	6.67%
	10

	Total:
	
	150


Q8 Please tell us why you require childcare?

	Employment
	92.27%
	406

	Education
	4.09%
	18

	Volunteering
	0.68%
	3

	Other caring responsibilities
	1.36%
	6

	Other (please specify)
	1.59%
	7*

	Total: 
	
	440


*No responses indicated
Q9. If a charge was introduced under a new scheme what could you reasonably afford to pay?

	80p-£1 a day per child (up to the £12.50 cap)
	30.08%


	219

	£1.00-£1.20 a day per child (up to the £12.50 cap)
	7.28%


	53

	£1.20-£1.40 a day per child (up to the £12.50 cap)
	4.81%


	35

	Any charge would significantly impact on household budget
	31.87%


	232

	I/We cannot afford to pay for breakfast club
	25.96%


	189

	Total:
	
	728


Q10 Please tell us what options you would consider if the charge was introduced (please tick all that apply)

	Alternative arrangements for childcare e.g. neighbour, friend
	22.81%
	190

	Reduce non essential spending e.g. leisure , holidays etc
	16.93%


	141

	Consider reducing hour/ ceasing employment
	33.61%


	280

	Other (please specify)
	26.65%


	222

	Total: 
	
	833


Responses to “others”
	Breakfast at Home
	13.46%
	28

	Arrival time governed by school transport or employment at the school
	3.37%
	7

	Reduce essential spending
	14.42%
	30

	Reduce employment / education or cease
	7.21%
	15



	Stop going to breakfast club / eat at home
	8.17%
	17



	Will Pay
	30.77%
	64

	No response
	13.94%
	29

	Uncategorised
	8.65%
	18

	Total:
	
	208
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